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Abstract

Generally in the complexity theory scenario the analysis of economic data are based on tools derived from Physics (Mantegna: 2000) or Biology. But, many differences exist between these disciplines and Economics (Stanley et alt.: 2001). In fact, economic systems are very often input driven; they present very short time series; and, expecially, they are generally characterized by non constancy of the parameters. Many tools now exist (RQA, Floquet, Fitness Landscape and so on) to cope with each of such differences (Weber & Zibilut: 1992; Mouche & Heijman: 1996). There are differences and similarities among these tools; i.e. the idea of non constancy of parameters considered by “Floquet Theory” is in some way different but similar to that of “Landscape Fitness”.

A methodological synthesis considering the proper use and mix of different kind of tools seems necessary. This synthesis could imply a better understanding of the behaviour of economic systems (Alchian: 1950) and then it could involve some consequences for optimal economic policy (Mirless). The paper will outline: a) the main differences between economics and physics; b) the implications of a correct pre-analysis of economic data both in the case that they are input driven or not; b) the difference between Floquet and Landscape Fitness; d) some first implications about optimal taxation.
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